Crosby Dunes (Crosby Coastal Park) 4 July 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk140054831][bookmark: _Hlk140054807]Summary of the site The Park runs from Seaforth Docks to the Leisure Cente-Baths complex at Mariners Road. In 2011 a large section of the northern part of the dune ridge was taken to provide 30,000 tonnes of sand for a coastal defence scheme at Hightown. It is impoverished dune compared to those further north, as there are several species missing and there are no slacks. However over 391 plants have now been recorded here, though some 44% are non-natives, but a healthy 11% are of regional or national conservation significance (Smith, 2026). I saw 175 taxa on the recce on the Thursday, and we saw 192 on the trip. The Park is nationally important as one of only two British localities for Dune Wormwood. Other notables are the yellow form of Sea Holly Broomrape Orobanche minor ssp. minor var. pseudoamethystea form lutea at its only known site, and a grand total of 4165 flowering Sea Holly Broomrape spikes, probably the largest in the country. Slender Spike-rush Eleocharis uniglumis is frequent near the boating lake. There are problems with erosion, sand blow, Japanese Rose, Sea Buckthorn plus Swedish and other Whitebeams. 
On a dry but windy day fifteen set out across Crosby Coastal Park to enjoy its botanical delights and we were joined in the afternoon by Phil Smith. 
By the Blucher Street entrance, we found Fodder Burnet Poterium sanguisorba ssp. balearicum (new for the site), at the base of a wooden post, Lesser Hawkbit and by the wall of Beach Lawn was a large patch of Galingale Cyprus longus. Also, near here was some flowering Red Bartsia plus Wall Barley, Creeping Buttercup, Great Willowherb, Perennial Rye Grass, Pineappleweed, Hedge Mustard, White and Red Clovers, and Oxford Ragwort. Heading towards the boating lake, in a grassy patch we found an Essex Skipper, a quickly spreading species, told by its black underside to the antennae, otherwise it is very similar to the Small Skipper. There was also an unmown patch containing Chicory (new for the site), Rape (which had White Blister-rust Albugo candida), Yarrow, and Creeping Thistle. 
At the Boating Lake were Water Birds such as Coot, Mute Swan, Canada Geese, Tufted Duck and Mallard. A large patch of Birdsfoot Trefoil on a slope was very photogenic. The fruiting Curled Dock (littoreus) has three full seeds, compared to usually just one in crispus the normal inland form. We also had flowering Lesser Swine Cress with its distinctive smell, Red Bartsia, Pineappleweed, Perennial and Smooth Sowthistles, Great Plantain, Silverweed, Great Willowherb, False Fox Sedge, and Common Ragwort. Common Reed, Hemlock Water Dropwort and Amphibious Bistort were also present. The Fennel Pondweed Stuckenia pectinata that dominated the lake was in flower. Just north of the reedbed Lesser Centaury stretched for about 30 metres, with it were Jointed Rush Juncus articulatus, Creeping Bent, and Toad Rush. Southern Marsh Orchid was also in these grasslands. Along the grassy path was Crested Dogstail, Sweet Vernal Grass, Yorkshire Fog, Creeping Bent, Perennial Rye Grass, Creeping & Meadow Buttercups and one flowering Flax Linum usitatissimum. 
The North end of the lake had Sea Club-rush, Slender Spike-rush Eleocharis uniglumis and Common Spike-rush Eleocharis palustris. The Strawberry Clover was in both flower and fruit and usefully the Sea and Marsh Arrowgrass were growing next to each other. 
The start of the dunes here had Common & Oxford Ragwort, Sea Rocket, Sea Holly, Sand Sedge, and Lyme Grass. There were two Common Broomrape, probably parasitising the Common Catsear. Also at this dune edge was a Silvery Leaf Cutter Bee Megachile leachella with its wonderful jade green eyes.
Hard to separate were the Hybrid Evening Primrose O. x. fallax, Small-flowered Evening Primrose O. cambrica and Hybrid Evening Primrose O. x. brittanica. There was a big patch of Field Horsetail, lots of Lucerne and White Melilot, some Biting Stonecrop, Lesser Hawkbit, Smooth Hawk’s-beard, Sea Beet, Kidney Vetch, and the remains of Silver Hair Grass. Many Common Catsear had the gall Phanacis hypochoeridis caused by a cynipid gall wasp. We could do side by side comparison of Swedish and Orange Whitebeams Sorbus intermedia and Sorbus croceocarpa. Problems here are the Japanese Rose Rosa rugosa and possibly in the future the Ivy. Two Skylark were singing. Sand Sedge Smut Anthracoidea arenariae was on the Sand Sedge. Above the path were two plants of the endemic Isle of Man Cabbage and some Sand Catstail. 
Pumping station area Here we had Curled Dock, Buckshorn Plantain, Annual Wall Rocket, Creeping Bent, Haresfoot Clover, Pellitory of the Wall, Pineappleweed, Fat Hen, Sea Holly, Spear-leaved Orache, Red Fescue, Procumbent Pearlwort, and old Danish Scurvy Grass. Birds here included two Linnet and two Meadow Pipit. 
There are seven plants/clumps Dune Wormwood Artemisia campestris subsp. maritimus (or with European taxonomy Artemisia crithmifolia). It had increased since first found in 2004, but there are just two locations in Britain, and we have 87% of the British Population of eight plants. Otherwise, there is  just one reintroduced plant at Crymlyn Burrows, Glamorganshire.
In this area it is clear that the spread of the non-native Cotoneaster, Rosa rugosa and Whitebeams is a major management problem. 
Isle of Man Cabbage, Kidney Vetch, and Haresfoot Clover were in the next stretch and in the blown sand area were Marram, Sand Couch and Lyme Grass.
The Grassland had Hard Rush, Tufted Vetch, Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Wild Carrot, White Melilot, Lucerne (including a white form at the edge of the dunes), Creeping Thistle, Meadow Cranesbill, Crack, Goat and Grey Willows. One Skylark was singing and there was a flock of 220 Starlings.
The area of Dunes as far as the Baths had Sea Rocket, Sand Couch, Marram, lots of Lyme Grass, Sea Spurge, Sand Sedge, some Common Restharrow, Sand Catstail, Dewberry, Haresfoot Clover, Sea Sandwort and lots of Sea Holly.
Isle of Man Cabbage Coincya monensis subsp. monensis is an endemic species only known from around a dozen localities and the Crosby-Hightown population is probably the largest in Britain, and thus the world. I recently counted 604 flowering plants on just the inner ridge; the peak though for the whole area was 2099 in flower during 2022. 
[image: ]Sea Holly Broomrape (or Common Broomrape on Sea Holly) Orobanche minor var. pseudoamethystea is only known from around six localities in Britain and this is probably the largest, I counted 4165 flowering spikes on 2 July 2026. Many had gone over, but a few were still in full flower. There was two single flowering yellow form Sea Holly Broomrape Orobanche minor ssp. minor var. pseudoamethystea form lutea. These are just the third and fourth of this form, one was at the same spot as the two in 2024 (and another was some twenty metres north), that were reported in Smith, P.H. & Cross, S. (2025) A yellow form of Orobanche minor var. pseudoamethystea (Sea-holly Broomrape) on sand dunes at Crosby, Merseyside. BSBI News 158 p12-13. 
This stretch also had a Skylark singing and a couple of patches of Horse Radish. By the Leopold Road path was Sand Catstail, Common Storksbill and Silver Hair Grass, as well as plenty of Hybrid Evening Primrose O. x. brittanica. We tried, unsuccessfully, to find a truly sheltered spot here for lunch, so the sandwiches were a bit sandy! 
By the Baths-Leisure Centre we found Sea Beet, Sea Mayweed, Sea Spurge, Sea Holly, Rest Harrow, Kidney Vetch, Evening Primrose, Marram, Burnet Rose (cultivar), Japanese Rose, Dog Rose, Creeping Thistle, Fennel and plenty of Hoary Mustard Hirschfeldia incana. We spent some time working out Sand Couch Grass, Common Couch Grass and the hybrid Common x Sea Couch Grass Elymus repens × athericus = E. × ⁠drucei. 
The Endsleigh Road Area backs on to gardens and consequently has many plants of garden origin, sometimes in strange combinations with the dune plants such as Lyme Grass. Here we found Bloody Cranesbill, Snow in Summer Cerastium tomentosum, Swedish Whitebeam, Viper’s Bugloss, Haresfoot Clover, Sand Sedge. A mystery plant was Wild Clary Salvia verbenaca, which is new for the site (though there is an old record here for 1870). Also, we found Pampas Grass, Arrow Bamboo Pseudosasa japonica, Mediterranean Spurge, Fennel, Russian Vine, Honeysuckle two plants of Grape Vine, (but we somehow missed the Triplet Lily Triteleia laxa which has now increased to four plants). The frequent hybrid between Broad-leaved and Curled Docks Rumex  × ⁠pratensis, was also found by Phil.
There are six species and hybrids of Evening Primrose here, which can be difficult to identify as they readily backcross, although the red buds and stem of the nationally scarce Oenothera x brittanica (Large x Small-flowered) stand out. 
We also found Sand Sedge, Kidney Vetch, Sand Catstail, White and Biting Stonecrops close together; plus, Common Catsear, Smooth Hawksbeard and Yarrow. Obvious was the incursion problem of garden plants plus Japanese Rose, Ivy, Soapwort and Russian Vine. Two Common Broomrape were probably on Catsear (though it was coming up amongst Ivy and Soapwort). Laurel Laurus nobilis was in berry and it had leaf fold galls of the psyllid bug, Bay Sucker Trioza (=Lauritrioza) alacris. The Pear Tree had fruit. 
By Westward View we came across Common Mallow, Pellitory of the Wall, and Wall Barley in the dog pee zone. Here too were Dewberry, Lyme Grass, Apple, Swedish Whitebeam, Barren Brome, Common Ragwort, Soapwort, Mugwort, Red Valerian, False Oat Grass, Common Sorrel, Broad-leaved Dock and Common Poppy. Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea is also becoming a problem species as are the Pampas Grass and Yucca. A Large Skipper was sheltering from the wind allowing us a close look.
By Riverview was lots of Lyme Grass, with White Stonecrop, Soapwort, Fennel, Haresfoot Clover,  Red Valerian, Smooth Hawksbeard. Several Meadow Brown were set up, and we found three Common Broomrape, which were probably on the Red Clover. 
By Glenbank we located Lyme Grass, Common Ragwort, Garden Privet, and around 36 Common Broomrape Orobanche minor, in flower, almost certainly on the clover. Several Meadow Brown flew up as we walked through the grass, and a Painted Lady was also present. 
The area by Beach Bank had Fennel, Pampas Grass, Pellitory of the Wall, both red and white colour forms of Red Valerian, and plenty of Cinnabar Moth caterpillars on Common Ragwort. 
Also present were Tansy, Meadow Cranesbill, Yucca, Buddleia and Orange Ball Tree Buddleia davidii and B. globosa. Flattened Meadow-grass Poa compressa (was on wall-top at SJ3111398480) next to the exit to Oxford Drive. Black Horehound was in flower and surprisingly the Pedunculate Oak tree Quercus robur was new for the site, it had a few Marble Galls and below it was flowering Bloody Cranesbill. Giant Zigzag Montbretia or  Crocosmia 'Lucifer' had its spectacular red blooms. 
[bookmark: _Hlk140068872]The Corner between Beach Bank and Sandheys Avenue boasted Common Mallow, Opium Poppy, Borage, Meadow Cranesbill, Mediterranean Spurge, Black Horehound, Tansy, Teasel, Smooth Hawksbeard, Fennel, Hidcote Comfrey Symphytum × hidcotense, a Powell’s Cape-lily Crinum × powellii and a silvery hybrid Ragwort – a cross between Silver and Common Ragwort -  Jacobaea x albescens (new for the site). The beetle Lagria hirta was also found along this stretch.
Also present were Haresfoot Clover, Buckshorn Plantain, Evening Primrose, Dovesfoot Cranesbill, Soapwort, Canadian Fleabane, Field Bindweed, but the Corncockle had gone over. 
Sandheys Avenue to Harbord Road had Field Bindweed, Fennel, Hedge Mustard, Soapwort, Borage, Sweet Alison Lobularia maritima, Pellitory of the Wall, Red Valerian, Pink Sorrel, Black Horehound, Borage, Soapwort and a  Erysimum was in bud. New for the site was the purple flowered Round-headed Leek Allium sphaerocephalon. At the entrance to Harbord Road was the large, gone to seed, Greater Sea Kale Crambe cordifolia. 
Harbord Road to Blucher Street Car Park  was the location for Rough Hawkbit Leontodon hispidus, Red Valerian, Oxford Ragwort and finishing off at the Car Park area we had Wall Speedwell, the Ferns - Wall-rue, Black Spleenwort, and Maidenhair Spleenwort. Found too were American Willowherb, Black Medick, Procumbent & Slender Pearlworts and flowering Red Hot Poker.
Birds seen included Herring Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull,  Black-headed Gull, Coot, Mute Swan, Canada Gese, Mallard, Tufted Duck. Plus, Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Linnet, Starling, Feral Pigeon, and Woodpigeon. 
Butterflies plenty of Meadow Brown, plus single Essex Skipper, Large Skipper, Gatekeeper and Painted Lady, despite the windy conditions. Moths Caterpillars of Burnet Moth and Cinnabar Moths. 
Dune Chafer Beetles were frequent, and we found nymphs of both Green and Hairy Shield Bugs, one Azure Damselfly and a Pill Woodlouse Armadillidium vulgare.
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