Fern Flora of Honduras 
LBS  - 13 January 2024.
Wendy Atkinson told of her two week trip, from 3rd-17th June 2023, as part of a team of nine collecting ferns for this project. Led by Sven Batke from Edge Hill University  they visited the cloud forest of Cusuco National Park, Panascan (the most important forest of central Honduras), the Herbarium of EAP (Escuela Agricola Panamericana) and Uyuca Biosphere Reserve. Despite being the rainy season, the roads were dry and dusty, though they did have night time thunderstorms. At first the basic tents, being washed out by the thunderstorms, plus the humming of the generators for the moth traps meant little sleep was obtained. Being at the edge of the reserve allowed quick access along tracks in to the verdant vegetation of trees, it felt a bit like going back in to the Triassic Period, there were tree ferns and so many other plants, big and small everywhere. Very little was in flower, though epiphytes were abundant. 
Collecting was in triplicate one set for National Museums Liverpool, and sets for two herbaria in Honduras. The process of preparing herbarium sheets from the specimens collected could involve five sheets for the biggest ferns; mostly stem and frond collected (sometimes had to be folded) , though a few had roots taken as well. At the other end of the scale Gez Reid collected Diatoms. Surprisingly, a supply of newspapers needed to be taken over to dry the specimens, though in the dry conditions some had to be wetted in the bath or shower before processing. DNA samples were taken for all specimens. 
The specimens did not arrive back in Liverpool for about two months, with some 800 specimens in seven boxes delivered in August. The job of freezing (at minus 28 degrees for two weeks) is part of the quarantine before they can go in to the herbarium. The long job of sorting, photographing under microscope and SEM helps with looking at the sporangia and spores as part of the identifying process which has only just begun. However, the first specimen looked at seems to be Blechnum lineatum or Parablechnum lineatum which would be new for Honduras and shows how there can be new finds even though some 713 ferns have already been listed in a recent checklist.
22 members present.
Notes by Steve Cross.
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