Croxteth Country Park LBS trip of 9 May 2026
Introduction 
Sixteen set out to explore this former country estate of the Earls of Sefton, that is now Liverpool’s country park with some 500 acres (200 hectares) of woodland, pastures, ponds, and ditches. The Hall is a magnificent Grade II* listed building.
Car park Area
We looked  around at big scale what trees could we identify? - Oak, Norway Maple, Sycamore, Scots Pine, Silver and Downy Birchs, Lawson Cypress, Rhododendron ponticum, Wild Cherry, Ivy  and there were plenty of keys on the ash trees and we found an Elm Ulmus minor agg.
Flowering were Pink Ivy-leaved Speedwell sp. sublobata =ssp. lucorum;  Cow Parsley, Cleavers, Hairy Bittercress, Cocksfoot, Hybrid Bluebell, Dandelion, Daisy, Ribwort Plantain, Sticky Mouse-ear, Red Campion, Wood Avens, Rowan, Bird Cherry,  Elder and Sycamore. Not in flower was Lesser Burdock, Bindweed, Cocksfoot grass, Lesser Celandine, Wood Dock, Nettle, Bramble, Blackthorn, Great Plantain, Broad-leaved Dock (with Ramularia sp. fungus), Common Knotgrass, Mugwort, and Ground Elder. In a wet area was Blinks Montia fontana, Creeping Bent and  Remote Sedge Carex remota. A Nuthatch was calling. 
From the Car park along Main Drive to Hall area under Tunnel
Flowering Primrose, Ramsons (Wild Garlic), Wood Avens, Hybrid Bluebell, Ground Elder, Bramble, Groundsel, a red Rhododendron, and purple Rhododendron ponticum, Dandelion, and a surprising amount of Wood Sedge Carex sylvatica. 
Holly, Downy Birch, Sycamore, Yew, two large London Plane and a very large oak were found too. A large specimen tree of American Sweetgum or Liquidambar Liquidambar styraciflua with its distinctive star-shaped (five-pointed ) leaves  and its hard, spiked fruits. There was also plenty of Wood Dock, some Male Fern, Tutsan, Mahonia and Enchanter’s Nightshade.
Hall area
Here we found Dame's-violet Hesperis matronalis, Hoary Willowherb, Spear Thistle, Common Ragwort, Bramble, Berberis darwinii,  Male Fern. Wall-rue,  Trailing Bellflower, White Stonecrop, and Hoary Willowherb were on walls around the Hall. Flowering  Common Vetch, Annual Meadow Grass, Meadow Foxtail, Daisy, Herb Robert, a large patch of Thale Cress, plus Cleavers, Wood Avens, Prickly Sowthistle, Yarrow, and Bracken. Good comparison of the form of Creeping and Meadow Buttercups could also be made. Unfortunately works and mowing meant we could not find the  American Speedwell Veronica peregrina in flower that I had on the recce. 
Near the Café was Himalayan Balsam, Pendulous Sedge, Common Sorrel, Pampas Grass, Box-leaved Honeysuckle Lonicera pileata, Hydrangea and a Monkey Puzzle tree. Flowering here were Garlic Mustard, Hybrid Bluebell, Red Dead-nettle and Petty Spurge. In the courtyard was Procumbent Pearlwort and Annual Meadow Grass.
East (back side) of Hall had planted Spotted Laurel Aucuba, Viburnum, Hybrid Coralberry, Berberis, Mahonia etc. Flowering here was Dandelion, Daisy, Hybrid Bluebell. Another flowering American Speedwell Veronica peregrina I saw on the recce had also been lost in the mowing. Also, here were a sapling Horse Chestnut, Spear Thistle with flowering Sticky Mouse-ear and both Hairy and Wavy Bittercress. 
By Myerscough College/ Walled Garden Pignut Conopodium majus was in flower at the unmown base of a Common Lime . Also here were both Wood and Broad-leaved Docks, Cleavers, Common Ragwort, Lesser Celandine, Wood Avens, Meadow Foxtail, White Clover, a flowering Field Woodrush, Daisy, Dandelion, Ribwort Plantain, Sticky Mouse-ear, Silver Birch,  and Holly.
By the Myserscough College sign between two Limes were around 40 flowering plants  of Goldilocks Buttercup Ranunculus auricomus, at SJ409 9944. Told by the combination of upper stem leaves that are deeply lobed with 3 to 5 segments contrasted with the rounder-kidney shaped basal leaves and the petals are missing or imperfect making the flower lobsided. Mostly found in shady woodlands, though sometimes out in the open along hedgerows. Common in many parts of the country there is a big gap around south and west of Lancashire, apart from Croxteth Park the only Merseyside site, though it has been here for at least 150 years. Actually though it is  around 200 pseudogamous, apomictic species, of clones where the seed is formed without actual male pollination. 
Also, around here, were Hybrid Bluebell, Ramsons (Wild Garlic), Blinks Montia fontana, Field Wood-rush,  Rhododendron, Sticky Mouse-ear, Primrose, Cuckoo Flower, Wood Forget-me-not,  Himalayan Balsam and Red Campion. Planted were Wood Anemone, Horse Chestnut, and Yew.  We also found Hartstongue Fern, Wood Dock, Wood Avens and the Fritillary seed pods were distinctive.
Along the edge of the Walled Garden in the flower beds was Red Dead-nettle, Petty Spurge, Garlic Mustard, plus Common Field, Thyme-leaved and Ivy-leaved Speedwells. Here too was planted  Creeping Comfrey Symphytum grandiflorum, Foxglove, Pendulous Sedge, pink and blue flowered Wood Forget-me-not and a white form of Borage. 
We passed the Victorian Walled Garden and the Liverpool Botanical Collection run by Liverpool Council with help from the Liverpool Botanical Trust. This Botanical Collection is one of the oldest in the world, originally founded in 1803 by William Roscoe. The greenhouses at Croxteth have a variety of plants from around the world, many are still grown on from plants from the old collection.
We had lunch on benches by the hall. 
[bookmark: _Hlk163826640]We then moved across to the Ponds past a big Oak, and plenty of Yew trees and Common Dog Violet was in flower, showing the pale spurs nicely. A Nuthatch called and a Song Thrush was singing. At the Statue Pond we had Silverweed, Marsh Marigold, Yellow Iris, mostly Common with a little Least Duckweeds even noticeable by eye, also plenty of Rigid Hornwort Ceratophyllum demersum, one Yellow Water Lily was in flower as was  a Lesser Pond  Sedge.  Also found were Hard and Soft Rushes,  Germander Speedwell, Wavy Bittercress, Hybrid Bluebell, and the Sweet Vernal Grass was in flower. Present also were  Garden Lady’s Mantle, Crack Willow, Common Sorrel, Golden Scaly Male Fern, Himalayan Balsam, Nettle and Elder. Nearby was Norway Spruce, oak lots of Ramsons, Wood Avens, and the Broad-leaved Bamboo Sasa palmata  with its wide leaves was spreading.
Further along we encountered Lesser Celandine, Primrose, lots of Germander Speedwell  and Common Sorrel. The False Acacia Robinia pseudoacacia was just coming into leaf, but the spines were  obvious. 
Heading to the Long Pond and then to the Alt crossing we found Field Wood-rush, Wood and Broad-leaved Docks, Oak, Rowan, a large Copper (Purple Beech), Common Alder, Amphibious Bistort, Hemlock Water Dropwort, Meadowsweet, young leaves of Water Lily, Remote Sedge. Common and Least Duckweeds completely covered the pool. Common Alder had a female Alder Leaf beetle swollen with eggs. There was a big patch of Yellow Iris in flower at the east end. The Dawn Redwood Metasequoia glyptostroboides was in leaf. On a stump was a mass of Oyster Mushroom. A male Gadwall was seen, and a Moorhen had a nest a couple of metres up in a tree. 
We crossed the Alt Bridge heading towards Mull Wood. Here we found flowering Garlic Mustard, Hybrid Bluebell, Germander Speedwell. We also located Purple (Copper) Beech, and the Red Currant in flower and fruit by the bridge. Through the wood was lots of Rhododendron still, but also Wood Avens, Wood Dock, Scaly Male Fern, Enchanter’s Nightshade, Ramsons, Lesser Celandine,  Hazel, Sycamore, Beech, Oak, and birch. 
At Mull Wood we encountered more Enchanter’s Nightshade, Ramsons, Male Fern, Cuckoo Pint, Lesser Celandine, Field Maple, Wood Dock, with Himalayan Balsam and willow near the pools. Blinks Montia fontana was very locally dominant and Wood Speedwell was common along the path edges. Raspberry was in flower and, in a pool, was a lot more  Common and Least Duckweeds. As we headed southwards along a ditch edge we located a big patch of Dog’s Mercury in flower. I spotted a male Scorpion Fly with its distinctive sting-like, end to its abdomen. On stumps were Jelly Ear  and King Alfred’s Cakes fungus. A Stock Dove was calling. The wide leaves of  False Brome were distinctive. A group of seven Nomada Cuckoo Bees was in a glade at a path crossroads. 
The Gamekeepers-Kennels Area provided Ramsons, Hybrid Bluebells, Dog’s Mercury, both spotted and unspotted Cuckoo Pint or Lords and Ladies Arum maculatum. We also located Scots Pine and a big patch of Italian Arum Arum italicum. In flower was one orange form Welsh Poppy.
As we headed back towards the Alt, we found Silverweed in flower and an Oak had Currant Galls of Andricus quercusbaccarum.
We found plenty of flowering Germander Speedwell, Garlic Mustard, and some Common Sorrel. Himalayan Balsam, Yew, and some more Dog’s Mercury was also present. A small path cutting a corner had Primrose and Field Wood-rush. And a path by the Alt had Pendulous Sedge, Wood Avens, Thyme-leaved, Germander and Wood  Speedwells allowing for useful comparison. 
From the Alt to the Hall, we found Hartstongue and Polypody Ferns on the bridge, plus Hemlock Water Dropwort, Pendulous Sedge. Bluebell Rust  Uromyces muscari was on Hybrid Bluebell. A large Beech Hedge had both purple and green leaves. Druce's Crane's-bill Geranium endressii × versicolor = G. × ⁠oxonianum was in flower towards the hall.
Lichens we found Xanthoria parietina and Physcia sp. and some fallen Oak Moss which is actually a lichen, Evernia prunastri, used in the perfume industry. 
Birds  Woodpigeon, Stock Dove, Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie, Blue and Great Tit, calling Nuthatch and singing Blackbird, Wren, Robin Blackcap, Song Thrush, and Chaffinch. On the ponds were Mallard and Moorhen (with 5 young), a Moorhen also had a nest up in a tree. A male Gadwall was on the Long Pond. Three Ring-necked Parakeets flew over me after the finish.
Insects  Nomada Cuckoo Bees. Scorpion fly male. Currant Galls of Andricus quercusbaccarum. 
Full Plant List of species of 154 species found
	Sci Name
	Common Name
	5/5/26 recce and 9/5/26 trip

	Acer campestre
	Field Maple
	Yes

	Acer platanoides
	Norway Maple
	Yes

	Acer pseudoplatanus
	Sycamore
	Yes

	Aegopodium podagraria
	Ground-elder
	Yes

	Aesculus hippocastanum
	Horse-chestnut
	Yes

	Agrostis stolonifera
	Creeping Bent
	Yes

	Alliaria petiolata
	Garlic Mustard
	Yes

	Allium ursinum
	Ramsons
	Yes

	Alnus glutinosa
	Alder
	Yes

	Alopecurus pratensis
	Meadow Foxtail
	Yes

	Anemone (=Anemonoides) nemorosa
	Wood Anemone
	Yes

	Anthoxanthum odoratum
	Sweet Vernal Grass
	Yes

	Anthriscus sylvestris
	Cow Parsley
	Yes

	Araucaria araucana
	Monkey puzzle tree
	Yes, by Cafe

	Arctium minus
	Lesser Burdock
	Yes

	Argentina (=Potentilla) anserina
	Silverweed
	Yes

	Artemisia vulgaris
	Mugwort
	Yes

	Arum italicum italicum
	Italian Arum
	Yes

	Arum maculatum
	Lords-and-Ladies or Cuckoo-pint
	Yes

	Asplenium ruta-muraria
	Wall-rue
	Yes, at Hall

	Asplenium scolopendrium
	Hart's-tongue
	Yes, at bridge

	Aucuba japonica
	Spotted Laurel
	Yes

	Bellis perennis
	Daisy
	Yes

	Berberis sp.
	Garden Berberis
	Yes

	Betula pendula and pubescens
	Silver and Downy Birches
	Yes Yes

	Borago officinalis
	Borage
	Yes, white form in border

	Brachypodium sylvaticum
	False Brome
	Yes

	Caltha palustris
	Marsh Marigold
	Yes, at pool

	Calystegia silvatica
	Large Bindweed
	Yes

	Campanula sp.
	Trailing Bellflower 
	Yes, at Hall

	Capsella bursa-pastoris
	Shepherd’s Purse
	Yes

	Cardamine flexuosa
	Wavy Bitter-cress
	Yes

	Cardamine hirsuta
	Hairy Bitter-cress
	Yes

	Cardamine pratensis
	Cuckooflower
	Yes

	Carex acutiformis
	Lesser Pond-sedge 
	Yes, at pond edge

	Carex pendula
	Pendulous Sedge
	Yes

	Carex remota
	Remote Sedge
	Yes

	Carex sylvatica
	Wood Sedge
	Yes

	Cerastium glomeratum
	Sticky Mouse-ear
	Yes

	Ceratophyllum demersum
	Rigid Hornwort
	Yes, in pond

	Chamaecyparis lawsoniana
	Lawson Cypress
	Yes

	Chamerion angustifolium
	Rosebay Willowherb
	Yes

	Circaea lutetiana
	Enchanter's Nightshade
	Yes

	Cirsium arvense
	Creeping Thistle
	Yes

	Cirsium vulgare
	Spear Thistle
	Yes

	Cornus sanguinea
	Common Dogwood
	Yes

	Corylus avellana
	Hazel
	Yes

	Crataegus monogyna
	Hawthorn
	Yes

	Dactylis glomerata
	Cock's-foot
	Yes

	Digitalis purpurea
	Foxglove
	Yes

	Dryopteris affinis
	Scaly Male-fern
	Yes

	Dryopteris dilatata
	Broad Buckler-fern
	Yes

	Dryopteris filix-mas
	Male-fern
	Yes

	Epilobium hirsutum
	Great Willowherb
	Yes

	Epilobium montanum
	Broad-leaved Willowherb
	Yes

	Equisetum arvense
	Field Horsetail
	Yes

	Euphorbia peplus
	Petty Spurge
	Yes

	Fagus sylvatica
	Beech
	Yes

	Ficaria verna
	Lesser Celandine
	Yes

	Filipendula ulmaria
	Meadowsweet
	Yes

	Fraxinus excelsior
	Ash
	Yes

	Fritillaria meleagris
	Fritillary
	Yes, seed pods by Myerscough College

	Galium aparine
	Cleavers
	Yes

	Geranium lucidum
	Shining Crane's-bill
	Yes

	Geranium robertianum
	Herb-Robert
	Yes

	Geranium x oxonianum
	Druce’s Cranesbill
	Yes

	Geum urbanum
	Wood Avens
	Yes

	Hedera helix
	Ivy
	Yes

	Heracleum sphondylium
	Hogweed
	Yes

	Hesperis matronalis
	Dame's-violet
	Yes, by Hall

	Hyacinthoides non-scripta
	Bluebell
	Yes

	Hyacinthoides x massartiana
	Hybrid Bluebell
	Yes

	Hypericum androsaemum
	Tutsan
	Yes

	Hypochaeris radicata
	Cat's-ear
	Yes

	Ilex aquifolium
	Holly
	Yes

	Impatiens glandulifera
	Himalayan Balsam
	Yes

	Iris foetidissima
	Stinking Iris
	Yes

	Iris pseudacorus
	Yellow Flag Iris
	Yes, in flower at Long Pond

	Jacobaea (=Senecio) vulgaris
	Ragwort
	Yes

	Juncus effusus
	Soft Rush
	Yes

	Juncus inflexus
	Hard Rush
	Yes

	Laburnum anagyroides
	Laburnum
	Yes

	Lamium album
	White Dead-nettle
	Yes

	Lamium purpureum
	Red Dead-nettle
	Yes

	Lamium hybridum
	Cut-leaved Dead-nettle
	Yes

	Lemna sp. 2 species minor and minuta
	Duckweeds - Common and Least
	Yes, Yes in ponds,pools and ditches

	Lolium perenne
	Ryegrass
	Yes

	Lonicera pileata
	Box-leaved Honeysuckle
	Yes, in flower by Hall

	Lunularia annua
	Honesty
	Yes

	Luzula campestris
	Field Woodrush
	Yes

	Mahonia aquifolium
	Oregon Grape
	Yes

	Mercurialis perennis
	Dog's Mercury
	Yes, in Mull Wood

	Metasequoia glyptostroboides
	Dawn Redwood
	Yes

	Montia fontana
	Blinks
	Yes, several patches widespread localities

	Myosotis sylvatica
	Wood Forget-me-not
	Yes

	Nuphar lutea
	Yellow Water Lily
	Yes, in ponds

	Oenanthe crocata
	Hemlock Water-dropwort
	Yes, by ponds

	Papaver cambricum
	Welsh Poppy
	Yes

	Plantago lanceolata
	Ribwort Plantain
	Yes

	Plantago major
	Greater Plantain
	Yes

	Platanus x hispanica
	London Plane
	Yes

	Pinus sylvestris
	Scots Pine
	Yes

	Poa annua
	Annual Meadow Grass
	Yes

	Populus sp.
	Poplar species
	Yes

	Primula vulgaris
	Primrose
	Yes

	Prunella vulgaris
	Selfheal
	Yes

	Prunus laurocerasus
	Cherry Laurel
	Yes

	Prunus avium
	Wild Cherry
	Yes, in fruit

	Prunus padus
	Bird Cherry
	Yes, in flower

	Prunus spinosa
	Blackthorn
	Yes

	Pteridium aquilinum
	Bracken
	Yes, by Hall

	Quercus robur
	English Oak
	Yes

	Ranunculus acris
	Meadow Buttercup
	Yes

	Ranunculus auricomus
	Goldilocks
	Yes, c40 plants in flower by Myerscough College entrance

	Ranunculus repens
	Creeping Buttercup
	Yes

	Rhododendron ponticum
	Rhododendron
	Yes

	Rhododendron sp.
	Cultivated 
	Yes

	Ribes rubrum
	Redcurrant
	Yes

	Rosa canina
	Dog Rose
	Yes

	Rubus fruticosus agg.
	Bramble
	Yes

	Rubus idaeus
	Raspberry
	Yes

	Rubus rufescens
	Bramble
	Yes

	Rumex acetosa
	Common Sorrel
	Yes

	Rumex crispus
	Curled Dock
	Yes

	Rumex obtusifolius
	Broad-leaved Dock
	Yes

	Rumex sanguineus
	Wood Dock
	Yes

	Salix caprea
	Goat Willow
	Yes

	Salix cinerea
	Grey Willow
	Yes

	Sambucus nigra
	Elder
	Yes

	Sasa palmetta
	Broad-leaved Bamboo
	Yes

	Sedum album
	White Stonecrop
	Yes

	Senecio vulgaris
	Groundsel
	Yes

	Silene dioica
	Red Campion
	Yes

	Sisymbrium officinale
	Hedge Mustard
	Yes

	Sonchus asper
	Prickly Sowthistle
	Yes

	Sonchus oleraceus
	Smooth Sow-thistle
	Yes

	Sorbus aucuparia
	Mountain Ash or Rowan
	Yes

	Stellaria media
	Chickweed
	Yes

	Symphoricarpos albus
	Snowberry
	Yes

	Taraxacum sp.
	Dandelion species
	Yes

	Taxus baccata
	Yew
	Yes

	Tilia x europaea
	Common Lime
	Yes

	Trifolium repens
	White Clover
	Yes

	Ulmus minor
	Small-leaved Elm
	Yes, by car park

	Urtica dioica
	Nettle
	Yes

	Veronica beccabunga
	Brooklime
	Yes  No

	Veronica chamaedrys
	Germander Speedwell
	Yes

	Veronica hederifolia sp. lucorum (=V. sublobata)
	Ivy-leaved Speedwell
	Yes

	Veronica montana
	Wood Speedwell
	Yes, frequent along paths in Mull Wood

	Veronica peregrina
	American Speedwell
	Yes  No been mown down!

	Veronica persica
	Common Field Speedwell
	Yes

	Veronica serpyllifolia
	Thyme-leaved Speedwell
	Yes

	Vicia sativa
	Common Vetch
	Yes

	Viola riviniana
	Common Dog-violet
	Yes



