Green Beach 21 June 2026 
Pat Lockwood Memorial Walk
[image: ]Patricia Ann Lockwood was about the nicest person you could ever meet. A good botanist, trained by Vera Gordon, her good friend. Such an enthusiastic botanist and so energetic even in to her eighties. LBS council member, fieldtrip leader and survey partner of Phil Smith (who will join us this afternoon). I still miss her saying “that’s my favourite,” about almost every plant! Pat Lockwood at Green Beach in 2013



Ainsdale-Birkdale Green Beach
The Green Beach (or in dutch ‘Groene Stranden’) is a mix of saltmarsh, strandline, dune slacks, and sand dunes. It started to form at Birkdale in 1986 and now covers a distance of 4 km x 200 m deep covering 66 hectares and over 350 plants have been recorded. They have been studied by Phil Smith (and the late Patricia Lockwood - whose memorial walk this is today) since 1997 through to present.
The ‘Even Newer Green Beach’ developed from 2016 and has been studied since 2017. This part, just north of the beach car park, has 193 higher plants with 20% being notable and just 9.8% non-native. A similar process is occurring at Hoylake. 
Twelve set out from the Ainsdale Discovery Centre (and we were joined by Phil Smith in the afternoon) to explore the botanical highlights of the Green Beach. 
Car Park and Promenade We found Thyme-leaved Sandwort Arenaria serpyllifolia, Yarrow, Lesser Trefoil, Hoary Mustard, Dog Rose, Wall Barley, Biting Stonecrop, White Campion, Common Storksbill, Perennial Rye Grass, Blue Fleabane, Rest Harrow, Field Woodrush, Dovesfoot Cranesbill, four Pyramidal Orchids, Haresfoot Clover, Weld, Red Campion, Sand Sedge, Birdsfoot Trefoil, Lesser Trefoil, Common Storksbill, Smooth Hawksbeard, Hedge Mustard, Hoary Mustard and Sea Radish. By the Gents Toilets was a patch of Eastern Rocket in flower and it was also showing its long seed pods. We also saw Red Admiral, Small Heath, and Meadow Brown butterflies plus a couple of Swallows and Starlings. 
Dunes north of car park entrance Various dune and slack plants including a white-flowered Houndstongue which is unusual. The insect highlight was a Hummingbird Hawk Moth on the Common Catsear. 
River Jordan (the outflow from the Ainsdale Sands Lake)  The most notable plant was Pink Water-speedwell Veronica catenata. 
[bookmark: _Int_zyBOE3Dn][bookmark: _Hlk144471347]Green Beach Unusually this is formed by growth of Common Saltmarsh-grass Puccinellia maritima, though Glassworts, and Common Cordgrass can occur low on the beach. As it grows into hummocks it is colonised by more typical dune-forming grasses, such as Sand Couch, Lyme-grass and, then Marram. However, this year it is almost non-existent as a feature. We did eventually find some Common Saltmarsh-grass Puccinellia maritima, Sea Aster Tripolium pannonicum (Aster tripolium), Sea Rocket Cakile maritima, Sea Club-rush Bolboschoenus maritimus, Red Fescue Festuca rubra, Sea Milkwort Lysimachia maritima, Sea Plantain Plantago maritima, Sea Radish Raphanus raphanistrum subsp. maritimus, Sea Arrow-grass Triglochin maritima, Sea Mayweed Tripleurospermum maritimum, Spear-leaved Orache Atriplex prostrata, Annual Sea-blite Suaeda maritima, and Curled Dock Rumex crispus ssp. littoreus. 
Embryo dunes consist of a ridge of dune-forming grasses, mainly Sand Couch Elymus junceiformis, Lyme Grass Leymus arenarius and finally Marram Ammophila arenaria.
Slack Areas of Newest Green Beach Initially saltmarsh species occur but quickly it becomes brackish and then freshwater, producing a complex mosaic of dune slack, high-level saltmarsh, swamp, and fen plant communities. 
Dune Slacks had abundant Creeping Bent Agrostis stolonifera and Jointed Rush Juncus articulatus, some Saltmarsh Rush Juncus gerardii, Toad Rush Juncus bufonius, Common Spike-rush and Few-flowered Spike-rush Eleocharis quinqueflora at the north end. The rare and tiny Small-fruited Yellow-sedge Carex oederi was also found and the occasional False Fox-sedge Carex otrubae, and Glaucous Sedge Carex flacca. We also encountered Gypsywort Lycopus europaeus, Strawberry Clover Trifolium fragiferum, Common Eyebright Euphrasia nemorosa and Confused Eyebright Euphrasia confusa. The wetland also held Water Mint Mentha aquatica, Marsh Bedstraw Galium palustre, Tufted Forget-me-not Myosotis laxa and Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula.
Marsh Orchids consisted of mainly Early Marsh both subspecies incarnata and coccinea, a couple of Common Spotted, with some Southern Marsh Orchids and Marsh Helleborine Orchids too. Willowherbs included the large flowered and hairy Great Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, small flowered but hairy, Hoary Willowherb Epilobium parviflorum; plus, American Willowherb Epilobium ciliatum and Rosebay Willowherb. A flowering Marsh Cinquefoil Comarum palustre was a nice find. Always a pleasure to see are Variegated Horsetail Equisetum variegatum and some flowering Knotted Pearlwort Sagina nodosa.
Grass-of-Parnassus Parnassia palustris was just in leaf (a Red-listed species and the LBS symbol), as was the Round-leaved Wintergreen Pyrola rotundifolia ssp. maritima. We located several flowering Common Centaury Centaurium erythraea on the drier areas and Lesser Centaury Centaurium pulchellum was at the slack edges. 
[bookmark: _Hlk144390156]Alder Alnus glutinosa plus Italian Alder locally forms a line of small shrubs, that in the northern part is a ‘carr’ woodland with dense thickets of willows and Sea Buckthorn. Also present was Sea Club-rush Bolboschoenus maritimus, Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, Marsh Pennywort Hydrocotyle vulgaris, and Yellow Rattle and the umbels Hemlock Water Dropwort, Wild Angelica Angelica sylvestris, Lesser Water-parsnip Berula erecta, Fool’s Water-cress Helosciadium (Apium) nodiflorus, and Parsley Water-dropwort Oenanthe lachenalia.
[bookmark: _Int_fakTJIoF]Willows present included plenty of Creeping Willow Salix repens and a few Hybrid Crack-willow Salix × fragilis, Goat Willow Salix caprea, Grey Willow Salix cinerea, and Osier Salix viminalis.	
The taller wetland vegetation includes Reed Phragmites australis, Reed Canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea, Common Fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica, Hemp-agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum, Bulrush Typha latifolia, Yellow Iris Iris pseudacorus, Perennial Sowthistle and Reed Sweet-grass Glyceria maxima. 
Aliens to be found include Canadian Fleabane Erigeron canadensis, Guernsey Fleabane Erigeron sumatrensis, problematic Sea Buckthorn Hippophae rhamnoides, (though this is actively managed). Intermediate Evening-primrose Oenothera × fallax, and Large-flowered Evening-primrose Oenothera glazioviana. A few patches of Yellow-eyed Grass Sisyrinchium californicum and Michaelmas-daisy Symphyotrichum sp. As we looked inland, we could see a mass of Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea (pink and white forms) that is becoming a problem. 
Along the path were Red Bartsia Odontites vernus, Fairy Flax Linum catharticum Silverweed, Colt’s-foot, Daisy, Creeping and Spear Thistles, Great Plantain and  Creeping & Meadow Buttercups.
Dunes inner edge and path, and hummocks in marsh
Locally abundant Dune Fescue Vulpia fasciculata and Sand Cat’s-tail Phleum arenarium showed that is a good quality dune. Classic dune plants such as Kidney-vetch Anthyllis vulneraria, Yellow-wort Blackstonia perfoliata, Sand Sedge Carex arenaria, Blue Fleabane Erigeron acris, Sea Holly Eryngium maritimum, Sea Spurge Euphorbia paralias, Common Restharrow Ononis repens, Dewberry Rubus caesius. Locally frequent was Early Hair Grass, Silver Hair Grass Aira caryophyllea, Buckshorn Plantain, Wild Carrot, Common Birdsfoot Trefoil, Common Ragwort, Yorkshire Fog, and Thyme-leaved Sandwort Arenaria serpyllifolia. 
Comparison could be made between Mouse-ear-hawkweed Pilosella officinarum, Cat’s-ear Hypochaeris radicata, Dandelion Taraxacum agg., Lesser Hawkbit Leontodon saxatilis (the Beaked Hawksbeard had gone to seed), Autumn Hawkbit Scorzoneroides autumnalis, Smooth Hawk’s-beard Crepis capillaris, plus Perennial, Prickly and Smooth Sowthistles.	
Various clovers and trefoils could be found including Lesser Trefoil Trifolium dubium, Strawberry Clover Trifolium fragiferum, White Clover Trifolium repens and Red Clover Trifolium pratense. Several Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis were in flower. 
West Edge of Slack of Newest Green Beach
Flowering Common Centaury including a white one, more Eyebright, lots of Lesser Trefoil, Mouse-ear Hawkweed, both Large-flowered and Hybrid Evening Primroses. Plenty more galls on Common Catsear. We also located two Aspen, Wild Parsnip, Coltsfoot, Sea Holly, Sea Spurge, flowering Strawberry Clover, Fairy Flax, Lesser Hawkbit, Sea Milkwort and plenty more Pyramidal Orchids. A path west over dunes at a patch of Sea Spurge led to some Common Broomrape seemingly on Kidney Vetch and not too far away another on Common Catsear. One Sea Holly Broomrape was on the Sea Holly. At a major, sandy cross path just before the large Alder patch was a patch of flowering Narrow-leaved Ragwort Senecio inaequidens at SD29851325, a new plant for the site. 
Birds At the car park were Swallow and Starling. In the slack-dune area four singing Skylark plus Meadow Pipit, Reed Bunting, Goldfinch, Linnet, Crow, Magpie, Black-headed, Herring and Lesser Black-backed Gulls. 
Galls  Gall wasp Phanacis hypochoeridis was frequent on Common Catsear. 
Rust at the cross path Common Ragwort had rust Puccinia expansa. 
Insects Hummingbird Hawkmoth, Red Admiral, Small Heath, Meadow Brown, Small Heath, Burnet moth caterpillar, Cuckoo Spit Insect, grasshoppers, bumblebees, Dune Chafer Anomola dubia and Dune Robberfly Philonicus albipes. Spiders Agelena labyrinthica. Mollusca Striped Snail Cernuella virgata plus Garden & Dark-lipped Banded Snails. 
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