Halewood Park (Triangle) 8 June 2026
This designated Local Wildlife Site of 31 ha (78 acres) is a combination of mature woodland, with ponds, and meadow habitats. Closely linked to its railway history, originally the Cheshire Lines Railway, it is part of the Liverpool Loop Line going all the way around Liverpool to Formby and Southport. You can now walk all the way to Aintree as part of the Transpennine Trail (Liverpool to Hull). 
This area goes back as far as the 16th century Wood of Hale. Some was then cleared of woodland for agriculture. This changed with the arrival of the railways; the disused cuttings are still visible around the park’s perimeter as major paths. The central area naturally regenerated. The boardwalk goes through some of the oldest woodland of Oak, Birch, and Ash. A Friends Group does much conservation work. There are six ponds, some permanent and some seasonal.
Car Parking was an issue because of a major running event (as it had been previously at Croxteth) and eventually seven of us set out to tour the country park. 
Car Park, Eco Centre, Triangle Café, and the Halewood Bug Hotel area (an amazing structure for insects to nest in). The area by the car park had American Willowherb and on a tree was the orange algae Trentepohlia. An unusual purple coloured Cornflower was here as well as Dovesfoot Cranesbill, Creeping Cinquefoil, Tufted Vetch, Hairy Bittercress, Hoary Willowherb, Toad Rush, and Smooth Sowthistle with leaf mines either Chromatomyia horticola or Chromatomyia syngenesiae. Also present was Annual Meadow Grass, Daisy, White Clover and we could compare Common Field, Thyme-leaved, Wall and Slender Speedwells. We also found Lady’s Smock, Dandelion, Self-heal, Pineapleweed, Silver Birch, a Harlequin Ladybird pupa, a Boletus sp. fungus and the oak had Oak Powdery Mildew Erysiphe alphitoides.
The mini meadow here had flowering Oxeye Daisy, Wild Carrot, Smooth Meadow Grass, False Oat Grass, Field Forget-me-not, Timothy Grass, Crested Dogstail, Cow Parsley, Dog Rose, Nipplewort, Creeping Buttercup, Herb Robert, Cut-leaved Cranesbill, Hedge Woundwort and Garlic Mustard. Plus, Ash, Common Knapweed, and Rowan. At the path edge was the minute blue flowers of the Wall Speedwell. A nearby tree had Silverleaf Fungus Chondrostereum purpureum. 
We then headed west seeing Black Bryony in flower plus Enchanter’s Nightshade, Common Figwort and Field Rose that had the rust Phragmidium tuberculatum. This stretch also had more patches of flowering Ground Elder, Wood Speedwell, Dogwood, gone over Ramsons and Bramble, Nettle, Meadow Buttercup, Hazel, plenty of Wood Avens and Wood Dock. 
Heading south along a muddy path was more Enchanter’s Nightshade, Wood Speedwell, Ramsons, Hedge Woundwort, Bush Vetch and Hogweed, Red Campion, Broad-leaved Willowherb were in flower. Locally abundant was Wood Millet and Remote Sedge. The moss Mnium hornum, Male Fern and Broad Buckler Fern were also present. A Dark-lipped Banded Snail was found. Also here were Dandelion, Dogwood, Hawthorn, Oak, Downy Birch, Wild Cherry, Cherry Laurel, Raspberry, Holly (and Holly Leaf Miner). Honeysuckle, some in flower and one had contorted a tree (see photo), and on the leaves was the fly leaf mine Chromatomyia sp. The Broad-leaved Dock had Pegomya mines. A wet patch had flowering Brooklime Veronica beccabunga. It is basically, an oak-birch slightly acidic woodland. Up steps to the right past the Field Horsetail. Then right again with Sycamore, lots of bramble and Wood Avens. In a damp depression was flowering Brooklime Veronica beccabunga. Right again on to main path. One Blackcap was singing. At The Main path we could see the problem they have with Variegated Yellow Archangel and also potentially Creeping Jenny and Montbretia. 
The seasonal “Rafty Pond” was dry but other finds were flowering Wood Millet, Pendulous Sedge, Yellow Iris, Bittersweet (Woody Nightshade), and Tufted Vetch. Crack and Grey Willows, and Hedge Woundwort were also located. 
Meadow. From the NE corner we did a clockwise circuit. In the grassland were several seedling trees. Flowering were the non-native Slender Speedwell, plus native Sweet Vernal Grass (the key new mown hay smell producer), Creeping and Meadow Buttercups, Curled Dock, Red Campion, Oxeye Daisy, White and Red Clovers, Birdsfoot Trefoil, Common Mouse-ear, Ribwort Plantain and Common Sorrel. Other grasses in flower were Crested Dogstail, Rough and Smooth Meadow Grasses, Perennial Rye Grass, and plenty of Yorkshire Fog. Here too was Common Knapweed, Pendulous Sedge, Raspberry, Great Plantain, Rosebay Willowherb, Spear Thistle, and Hedge Woundwort. In the SW corner a Guelder Rose had its leaves decimated by the larvae of the Viburnum Leaf Beetle Pyrrhalta viburni and a Broom had one flower. There was also Field Maple, Turkey Oak, a small, planted orchard (with apple trees). We then went south along a major path to the Ducky Pond and lunch. We saw Horse Chestnut, Enchanter’s Nightshade, and Ramsons. Flowering were Black Bryony, Thyme-leaved Speedwell and Elder. The Wood Avens had mildew Podosphaera aphanis.
At the Ducky Pond. Here was Yellow Iris, masses of White Water Lily (some with creamy yellow tinge), Water-soldier Stratiotes aloides, plus Grey Club-rush Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani, Water Forget-me-not, Brooklime, Rigid Hornwort Ceratophyllum demersum, Marsh Willowherb, Cuckoo Flower, Creeping Cinquefoil, Water Mint, Purple Loosestrife, Yellow Loosestrife Lysimachia vulgaris, Marsh Marigold, Cypress Sedge, Remote Sedge, Fool's-water-cress Helosciadium nodiflorum. Also,  flowering Daisy, Cleavers, Groundsel, Remote Sedge,  and Wavy Bittercress. There was masses of flowering Many-flowered Rose Rosa multiflora here and elsewhere. The pond also had Coot with four youngsters and there was also a pair of Moorhen. A birch tree was covered in the orange algae Trentepohlia, which can be free living or in symbiotic relationship with fungi making several lichen species. There was a mating pair of Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella and a Large Red Damselfly. The bramble had Phragmidium violaceum both the spots on the leaf top and the yellowy-orange uredinia on the lower surface of the leaf. In crevices in tree bark was the dust lichen Lepraria incana and a log had Turkeytail fungus Trametes versicolor. 
Heading southwest along a major path we had  Ash, Horse Chestnut, plus plentiful oak, and Downy Birch. Plentiful Black Bryony in flower with its shiny pointed leaves. We could compare the leaves of Common Alder, Aspen and Grey Poplar and there were some Yew saplings. Also here were flowering Thyme-leaved Speedwell plus Horse Chestnut, Blackthorn, Broad-leaved Dock, Hartstongue Fern, Fringecups Tellima grandiflora and Holly, complete with mines of the leaf miner Phytomyza ilicis. Two Blackcap were singing. There was one clump of flowering Tutsan and a couple of Betony Betonica officianalis in flower bud. 
We took the path right just before Crater Pond area and found Yellow Iris as well as flowering Cow Parsley. Hybrid Crack Willow and Broad-leaved Dock were also here. 
North through the woodland back towards the Meadow area had dry acidic birch woodland with plenty of Male and Broad-Buckler Ferns, plus Turkey Oak, Raspberry, and Field Maple. The lower main path is a long way down in the cutting and there is quite a slope down. There was a large patch of Wood-sorrel Oxalis acetosella. A ditch edge near the Play area had plenty of Remote Sedge. The central part near the Play Area had Fringecups Tellima grandiflora and it had Powdery Mildew  Podosphaera macrospora and this fungi was also on the Wood Avens. False Brome was locally frequent along the path. We also encountered flowering Ramsons (or Wild Garlic), Raspberry, Wood Millet and Thyme-leaved Speedwell. 
North along the boardwalk path we found Hybrid Bluebell gone over, a flowering Welsh Poppy, plenty of Enchanter’s Nightshade, Remote Sedge, Wood Dock, and some more Wood Millet Milium effusum. 
Towards Wetland Pond Hartstongue Fern, Pendulous Sedge; Variegated Yellow Archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon ssp. argentatum was again a problem. Field Rose, Broad-leaved Willowherb, Black Bryony, and Thyme-leaved Speedwell were in bloom. Remote Sedge, Wood Millet, and Enchanter’s Nightshade (some with leaf mines of moth Mompha langiella) were locally abundant. A ditch provided Brooklime Veronica beccabunga and both Yellow Iris and Marsh Marigold were at the pool. Hornbeam, Hazel, Hogweed, Tutsan, and Raspberry were also present. 
At the Seasonal Pool there was a female Mallard plus Soft Rush and Goat Willow. The Polio Pond was covered in mainly Least Duckweed, even smaller and mat coloured compared to the shining green Common Duckweed which was also present. 
[bookmark: _Int_ylxPDJYj]Near the school field was plenty of Hazel, Elder, and Hawthorn. The School Pond had, again, a mixture of Least (mostly) and Common Duckweeds. We came across more Black Bryony, Yellow Iris, Broad-leaved Willowherb with the four-lobed stigma; Wavy Bittercress, Hartstongue, Foxglove, and Creeping Jenny. 
NE corner Heading back south to car park we located Wild Cherry, Raspberry and there was one large patch of Dog’s Mercury. The Honeysuckle was sprawling over the shrubs and trees. The Mildew Podosphaera spiraeae was on Meadowsweet and bramble had lost pigment in leaves.  We also located flowering Ground Elder, Creeping Buttercup, Cow Parsley, Thyme-leaved Speedwell, Rough Meadow Grass, Green Alkanet, Cleavers, Snowberry and Red Campion. Grey Poplar, Annual Meadow Grass, and Downy Birch were also present. 
Birds we had singing Blackbird, Robin, Great Tit, Chaffinch, Wren, Blackcap and Chiffchaff. Other birds seen on the day were Blue Tit, Magpie, Crow, Jackdaw, and Woodpigeon. Nuthatch and Great Spotted Woodpecker were heard calling. After we finished, I saw two Bullfinch. Several Grey Squirrel were present. White/Buff-tailed and Red-tailed Bumble Bees. 
