LBS Ordinary Meeting, 08/01/2022
Local Arable Weeds – Peter Gateley

Steve Cross in the chair and 17 members present.
Peter introduced the varied and interesting ‘weed’ flora of his local area, around Ormskirk, to us. Of course, a weed is simply a plant growing in the wrong place, and the arable weeds of this talk featured many introduced archaeophytes. 
An archaeophyte is a non-native or alien plant introduced by early farmers in the Bronze and Iron Ages and by the Romans, before AD1500, which have become naturalised in the British flora. The term ‘Neophyte’, on the other hand, is applied to those non-natives introduced after AD1500 such as Pineappleweed and common Speedwell from Asia, but are usually garden ornamental plants and forestry trees. 
Peter showed a book entitled ‘Arable Plants – A Field Guide’ by Phil Wilson and Miles King. The book is very good on identification features between common species and Peter highlighted many of these characteristics with lots of clear images. The history of this interesting part of our flora shows that while intentional introductions occurred, many of them were unintentionally introduced as contaminants of crops but many had culinary uses.
An interesting ‘recipe’ for a type of historic porridge in the book revealed 19 species of seeds including, Barley, Wheat, Flax, Corn Spurrey, Chamomile and Fat hen were included in it. This shows how more commonly and widely used they once were. 
Their seeds persist in seedbanks. Peter after recent construction work removed topsoil onto field margins, the local arable plants sprang up from the disturbed soil.
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, despite seedbank re-emergences, it should be noted that this group of plants has showed a major decline in the last 25years. It would be awful to see further decline of this interesting part of our British flora.

