
Recording Wildlife
The Why, Where, What, 

When, Who and How 

of Recording

Biological 

records 
describe the 

presence, 

abundance, 
associations 
and changes 

of  wildlife, 
both in time 

and space.

By submitting 

your records to 

your local record 

centre, they can 

then be used to 

inform decision-

making, educate 

the community, 

carry out 

research and even 

inform local 

planning.

Records can 

help to establish 

the distribution 

and size of  

populations, 

and regular 

recording may 

enable us to 

detect changes 

over time.



A brief 
history of 
biological 
recording

Long tradition of biological recording in the UK, 
dating to 1600s when John Ray – known as ‘the 
father of recording’ documented species 
observed during his travels around Britain. During 
the late 18th century and 19th century, natural 
history societies and naturalist field clubs where 
formed, bringing together naturalists to observe, 
study and record local wildlife.

In the 1950s, botanists took the lead and 
launched the Atlas of British Flora project in 1954 
to map all plant species across the UK. Using 
punched cards, 1.5 million records were sorted 
and mapped using IT. The use of IT became 
integral to biological recording.

The Biological Records Centre (BRC) was 
established in 1964 and provides a national focus 
for species recording, primarily through support of 
national species recording schemes and 
societies.

https://www.brc.ac.uk/home


Biological 
recording 

today

Today, as many as 70,000 volunteers submit records each year. This 
may be through involvement in focused projects or through species 
recording schemes, local environmental record centres and online 
recording websites. Many of these schemes feed into the National 
Biodiversity Network Atlas. The NBN Atlas is the UK’s largest 
collection of biodiversity data and to date, holds over 223 million 
wildlife records from across the UK. Wildlife recording has become an 
integral part of nature conservation.

Many will be aware of the value of taking part in structured citizen 
science and monitoring projects. But perhaps less known is the 
invaluable impact of general and less ‘structured’ recording via 
recording websites, or direct record submission to national recording 
schemes and local records centres. Whether recording wildlife 
observations in the garden, on a walk or at a nature reserve, your 
records make a real difference wherever you are and whatever time 
of year.

Across the UK, over 4.5 million wildlife records are generated each 
year by volunteer recorders. These records underpin much of our 
understanding of the status of wildlife in the UK, enabling 
conservationists and researchers to monitor and protect wildlife.

https://nbnatlas.org/
https://nbnatlas.org/


How to Record

Four W’s

What

Where

When 

Who 

To record what you have seen you’ll need to know 
what species you have found, plus where and 
when you saw it, and say who you are. There is 
lots of help available, and websites and apps can 
help with all steps in the process.



When 
10/11/2023

Who
Steven Cross 

What
Hoary Mustard

Hirschfeldia incana

Where 
Rimrose Valley 

SJ32859852



Why?
Decisions on Land Decisions on the environment 
such as a new nature reserve, or a decision on a building or 
road can depend on accessible wildlife information. By 
wildlife recording, you can help ensure that these important 
decisions are based on the best and most up-to-date 
information.

Local Knowledege In doing so you can help to 
contribute greatly to local knowledge of our wildlife and 
habitats. Records can help to establish the distribution and 
size of populations, and regular recording may enable us to 
detect changes over time. They help to identify the location of 
rare and locally important species and can be used to help 
protect them and their habitats from damage. Over time they 
help us to understand how our environment is changing, for 
example in response to climate change. Even records of 
commoner species can be valuable too – what is common 
today may not be in the future. A great deal of useful 
information remains locked inside the heads of local people, 
so why not help by sending in your wildlife records and make 
the information available to present and future generations.



How?

In its simplest form it is no more than 
writing down a little information about 
what you have seen and where and 
when you saw it and sharing it with 
others.
Wildlife recording doesn't have to be 
technical or use specialist equipment,
it's simply making a record of the 
wildlife you see. Your records could be 
kept as paper lists, spreadsheets, 
pictures, videos, or even audio 
recordings.



When and 

Where?
Day, night – anytime!
The date (time, day, 
month and year) you 
observed the species.

Basically, anytime and 
anywhere, even in city 
centres, your street, your 
garden as well as the 
more obvious nature 
reserves and country 
parks. 

Anyone can submit a 
wildlife sighting
Submitted records are verified via iRecord and 
county and national recorders.



What and Who?

The precise name of  the 

species – common and/or 
scientific name and confidently 

identified

When possible, it is also useful to 

provide an image with your record 

because this helps experts to confirm 

the species you have seen. 

The full name of  the person who 

observed the species. If  someone 

helped you to identify the species, you 

can also add the determiner’s name.

Count the 

Scoter!



Where
The specific location where 
you found the species. This 
includes a location name 
and a grid reference that 
pinpoints your sighting to a 
specific area. The more 
specific you can be, the 
more useful the record. You 
do not need a GPS to 
generate a grid reference: 
there are now free phone 
Apps

OS Locate Grab A Grid Reference

Grab A Grid Reference Grid-reference parser (bsbi.org)

Grid-reference parser (bsbi.org)

https://database.bsbi.org/gridref.php

Grid Reference Finder

https://gridreferencefinder.com/

BNHS Grab a Grid Reference Duo

https://www.bnhs.co.uk/2019/technology/grabagridref/gagr.php#map

https://www.bnhs.co.uk/2019/technology/grabagridref/gagr.php#map

GMLRC MapApp

(OS Locate, for example) and Grab A Grid 

Reference is an excellent online tool and also Grid-

reference parser (bsbi.org) 
https://database.bsbi.org/gridref.php

Grid Reference Finder  
https://gridreferencefinder.com/

BNHS Grab a Grid Reference Duo
https://www.bnhs.co.uk/2019/technology/grabagridref/g

agr.php#map

GMLRC MapApp

https://shop.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/apps/os-locate/
https://www.bnhs.co.uk/2019/technology/grabagridref/gagr.php
https://www.bnhs.co.uk/2019/technology/grabagridref/gagr.php
https://database.bsbi.org/gridref.php
https://database.bsbi.org/gridref.php
https://database.bsbi.org/gridref.php
https://gridreferencefinder.com/
https://gridreferencefinder.com/
https://www.bnhs.co.uk/2019/technology/grabagridref/gagr.php
https://www.bnhs.co.uk/2019/technology/grabagridref/gagr.php#map
https://www.bnhs.co.uk/2019/technology/grabagridref/gagr.php#map
https://gmlrc.org/mapapp/


Additional 
Information

Recording forms may also 
provide the option of including 
additional information such as 
stage of lifecycle, abundance 
and habitat the species was 
found in. Also, weather 
conditions, numbers, life stage 
etc. A photograph, description 
etc. 



Equipment 

Notebook and Pencil

Smart Phone can replace both the following

Camera + GPS

Sun Hat and Suitable Clothing, Rainwear and Footwear

Zip pack to take specimens home to check

Food and Drink

Pack to carry it all

Your 

Eyes

Hand lens 10 times (sometimes 20 times is 
needed). Best quality you can get, some have 
inbuilt light which can be useful and keep it 
on a bright coloured lanyard, so you don’t 
lose it!



Plant Diversity
World Flowering Plants

Families - 462

Species - 250,000

UK Flowering Plants

Families - 140

Species - 2700

However about three 
quarters of  these are in 
the top 20 families.

South 
Lancashire 

VC 59 

2497 species

Plants in the local area
Sefton Coast 1409 species

Sefton Dunes 1249 species

Cabin Hill NNR 366 species

Ainsdale NNR 476 species

Site No. vasculars

Altcar 439

Crosby Coastal Park 365

Cabin Hill NNR 366

Ainsdale NNR 476

Queens Jubilee Nature 

Reserve 218

Range Lane pasture 119

Birkdale Green Beach 335

Sefton Coast dunes 1219

Hightown Meadow 119

Kenilworth Road verges 93

Southport shell-beach 87

Freshfield Dune Heath 355

Southport Marine Lake dunes 176

Kenilworth Road dunes 243

Falklands Way 336

Ainsdale Discovery Centre 69

Westminster Drive verges 82



Identification Books – Floras 

and Field Guides



Books - Field Guides



Books – more Field Guides etc.



Books –

Handbooks

Now 

available 

as 

e- books 

from 

BSBI



Books
Local Floras etc



Journals etc.
Watsonia

New Journal of Botany

BSBI News

The Naturalist

Lancashire and Cheshire

Naturalist

LBS Proceedings

North West Naturalist



Societies

Go out and learn with knowledgeable

friendly botanists

BSBI

Liverpool 
Botanical 
Society



People
Training  BSBI, FSC etc.

Help on Society field 
trips 

Mentor 

Referees  - BSBI 
currently has  105 
Referees covering 180 
difficult groups of 
plants.



Apps
Leaf Snap

British Flora 

Plant Tracker

Roger’s 

Mushrooms

Wildflower ID

Apps



Apps



Online Resources
BSBI

Plantlife

Google 

Society Pages

Online journals

NBN

Merseyside 

Biobank

Ebooks



Facebook



Other Resources
YouTube Channels and 
Websites

BSBI https://bsbi.org/

LBS
https://livbotsoc.weebly.com/

Nature Spot 
https://www.naturespot.org.u
k/

The Wildflower Society 
https://thewildflowersociety.org.uk
/

https://bsbi.org/
https://livbotsoc.weebly.com/
https://www.naturespot.org.uk/
https://www.naturespot.org.uk/
https://thewildflowersociety.org.uk/
https://thewildflowersociety.org.uk/


Museums

Herbarium

Library 

Staff 

Microscopes

Historical 

Records and 

Notebooks



Recording Where to send

David.Earl@lancashire.gov.uk

Site Manager

VC 59 – 60 County Recorder County Recorder (Plants)

Dave Earl  David.Earl@lancashire.gov.uk 

VC58 County Recorder

Local Records Centres

INaturalist  

IRecord 

https://www.inaturalist.org/

https://irecord.org.uk/

mailto:David.Earl@lancashire.gov.uk
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://irecord.org.uk/


Local Record Centres

Lancashire - Lancashire 
Environmental Record Network

Greater Manchester - Greater 
Manchester Local Record Centre

North Merseyside (including Sefton, 
Liverpool, Knowsley and St Helens) 
- Merseyside BioBank

(LERN) is a collection, 
storage and access hub for 
environmental data in the 
county.

Greater Manchester 
Local Record Centre 
(GMLRC). We collect, verify, 
safeguard and share records 
relating to species, habitats and 
sites designated as having local, 
national and international 
conservation value. We're also 
here to actively encourage 
wildlife recording across the ten 
districts of Greater Manchester 
by providing advice, training and 
support to individuals and 
recording groups.

Merseyside BioBank exists 
to collect, collate and quality 
assure information on the 
natural environment to better 
inform conservation and 
decision making for the benefit 
of Biodiversity in North 
Merseyside.

LERN- the Lancashire Environment Record Network - 

Lancashire County Council

Merseyside BioBank – conservation through recording

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/lern/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/lern/
https://gmlrc.org/
https://gmlrc.org/
https://merseysidebiobank.org.uk/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/lern/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/lern/
https://merseysidebiobank.org.uk/


RecordsDatabase Online forms

Written records







iRecord, an online recording 
website and App, is 
increasingly used by 
recorders across the UK. 
Developed by the Biological 
Records Centre, the aim of 
iRecord is to make it easier 
for wildlife sightings to be 
collated, checked by experts 
and made available to 
support monitoring and 
conservation efforts. These 
records are made available to 
those who need them 
including national recording 
schemes, county recorders 
and local records centres. 
Most records are also shared 
more widely to the National 
Biodiversity Network.

https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/about






National 

Recording 

Schemes

There are over 
80 national 
species 
recording 
schemes in the 
UK. If you are 
interested in a 
specific group, 
you can find out 
the best route to 
submit records 
for that 
particular group
by visiting the 
scheme’s 
website.

There are a number of ways 
to submit your wildlife 
records and it can be 
bewildering to know where 
to start. It is important to 
find what method works best 
for you and where you want 
your records to go.

Wildlife records can be sent 
to national recording 
schemes, or vice-county 
recorders on behalf of these 
schemes, local 
environmental record 
centres or recording groups, 
and websites such as 
iRecord. Explore the different 
options, find what works best 
for you and where you would 
like your records to go.

https://www.brc.ac.uk/recording-schemes
https://www.brc.ac.uk/recording-schemes
https://www.brc.ac.uk/recording-schemes
https://www.brc.ac.uk/recording-schemes


Birds

as well as 

Mammals, 

Dragonflies, 

Butterflies and 

even Orchids!

Bird Track App

All the records submitted for these other taxa are passed on a 
daily basis to iRecord, a national wildlife data collection 
website operated by the Biological Records Centre( BRC) as 
part of the work of the UK Centre for Ecology & 
Hydrology (UKCEH). The records can be verified within iRecord 
and made available to the relevant recorders. You don’t need 
to submit records directly to iRecord if you have added them 
to BirdTrack.

eBird

https://irecord.org.uk/






Let’s go and identify and record 

some plants and other wildlife!
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